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What Makes the Mizo Accord Survive?
A Study of the Church on the Peace
Processes in Mizoram

Lalnundika Hnamte

Since independence in 1947, the Indian State has confronted
the challenges of integrating national and sub-national movements
into the Indian Union. It is visible in Mizoram where the Mizo
Accord of 1986 was signed between the Government of India
(GOI) and the Mizo National Front (MNF), an armed nationalist
organisation that for 20 years fought for the independence of
Mizoram. The Accord has often been hailed on academic and
political platforms as the only successful peace accord in the
Northeast signed by the GOI with an armed nationalist organisation.
That was made possible to a great extent by the efforts of the
Churches. During what are called the years of disturbance m
Mizoram (1966-1986), political parties and large cultural
organisations became practically redundant. That is when the
church leaders stepped out to act as mediators between the
Government and the MNF to initiate a dialogue. In this process
the Churches played the role of socialising the public to the ideologY
of peace and non-violence. The signing of the Accord and the
sustained peace in Mizoram since 1986 is largely attributed t0 the
role of civil society, particularly the Churches. The political a
the academic bodies have recognised the role of the Churches
the making and sustaining of peace in Mizoram but there is hard
any academic work on this theme. This paper seeks to give&z
account of the role played by the Churches in establishing 8"
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% sustai“ing peace in Mizoram. The paper has a two-fold objective
Firstlys it studies the Church as a third party in the peace process'
- Mizoram, 85 2 mediator between the Indian State and the armed
nationalist organisation, the MNF. Secondly, it studies the Church,
 areligious institution, as an agent of political socialisation, forming
and shaping a political culture, a culture for peace and non-violence
in the State.

1. The Background

Knowing the background of the actors and situations helps
. oneto understand better why the Accord has been successful.
. That effort is made in the present section.

The Background of the Accord

The Mizo Accord of 1986 has often been regarded as a model
accord owing to the sustenance of peace in the state. In his Address
i a Special Session of Mizoram State Legislative Assmbly.m
300 November, 2017 the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovm?
hailed the Accord of 1986 as a ‘shining exampleall over fhe wo.rld
“d praised the political stakeholders and civil society organisation
?f M]_zoraln for creating an atn-losphere for peace and dewlopmm‘
" the State (Press Information Bureau, 2017: .Novanb@‘f/::;
?"““8 the visit of the US Ambassador to India, R}"ha'd RL . Gen.
® Mizoram i J anuary 2017, the Governor of Mizray

?irbhay Sharma, referred to the Mizo Peace Acwrdm
ocessful experience of conflict resolution by the Go

) g cord lies in the
India, gy asserted that the success of the Mizo o ocial and

] SOllc.ia‘rity of the Mizo people and praised the S e

"Strative system and the role of the churc - 4). He ode
ganlSaticms in the State (Vanglaini, 2017: Janum June, .2019-

S statement on the 31* State Day 00 % exemplary: oo

exar € Studies too have hailed the AooD{‘d ;Sﬁzmam as 8 10

m;-:‘;ple, Sﬂtapathy (2004, pp. 447-448) hails i t as well

OF conflict resolution in India’s troubled
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